Evaluating CPPD crystal deposition, an important disease of aging.
Calcium pyrophosphate dihydrate deposition disease is a spectrum of disease including asymptomatic chondrocalcinosis, pseudogout, and chronic arthropathy. Its frequency increases with advancing age and is found very commonly in the aged. Underlying metabolic illnesses are occasionally identifiable. Differentiation from other causes of arthritis that it may mimic is often important and possible on clinical grounds, radiographic examination, and synovial fluid analysis. Prognosis is variable and treatment may include analgesics, nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs, colchicine, and intra-articular corticosteroids.